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What are your views on the general principles of the Bill and the
need for legislation to deliver the Welsh Government’s stated
policy objective (to make the Senedd a more effective legislature by
ensuring it is broadly representative of the gender make-up of the
population)?

In principle it is a very good idea to increase political representation by women, for
women.

As is noted in the accompanying documents, women's lives are different to men's.
Our sex means we have responsibilities such as pregnancy & breastfeeding, etc
which can make political participation more difficult, than for males. Likewise,
females are vulnerable to male violence & sexual violence & suffer from
disadvantage due to patriarchy & so may have different political priorities & needs.
Thus an increase in representation by & for women is a good idea.

However, | note with concern that the documents repeatedly use the word "gender"
to differentiate men & women. It is SEX, not gender which differentiates men &
women, males & females.

| am concerned that the use of gender, rather than sex to define women, could result
in political opportunities for females, going to trans identifying males (trans women).
This would result in even less females in the Welsh Parliament & more males. This
because trans identifying males, remain male & retain patriarchal advantage over
females, irrespective of gender identity.

| note also that the proposal says candidates need to "declare they are women". This
again suggests you are planning on allowing males who identify as women to take
political opportunities for females, simply by "declaring" they are women. Being a
woman is not a matter of declaration, it is a matter of fact, a matter of SEX. A woman
is an adult human female, not anyone who declares or identifies themselves as a
woman.


https://senedd.cymru/pwyllgorau/y-pwyllgor-biliau-diwygio/
https://senedd.wales/committees/reform-bill-committee/
https://busnes.senedd.cymru/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=549
https://business.senedd.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=549
https://business.senedd.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=549

| am extremely concerned that the proposed change, will allow males to take political
opportunities from females by declaring themselves to be women. | am worried that
this proposal is in fact based on gender self identification, rather than sex.

If this is the case, the legislation would be detrimental to females, rather than helpful.
The Welsh Parliament could end up with an even greater disparity between males &
females. Trans identifying males are not & can never be women. They cannot
represent women or speak for us.

What are your views on the system of enforcement and potential
sanctions for non-compliance proposed in the Bill?

This is an extremely disturbing proposal. Being a woman is not a matter of self
declaration, it is a matter of fact, a matter of SEX.

If candidates are merely required to declare they are women, then males will be able
to do this & take opportunities in politics from females. No man can be a woman. No
man can represent women, know the issues we face or speak for women.

The wording needs to be changed to say, candidates need to be female bases on
SEX.

If this does not happen, the legislation will be regressive, rather than progressive. It
will result in fewer women in politics, not more.

This proposal, appears to be gender self identification, brought in by stealth.

Are there any potential barriers to the implementation of the Bill’s
provisions? If so, what are they, and are they adequately taken into
account in the Bill and the accompanying Explanatory
Memorandum and Regulatory Impact Assessment?

Are any unintended consequences likely to arise from the Bill?

What are your views on the Welsh Government’s assessment of the
financial and other impacts of the Bill?
It will negatively impact women, if it remains in its current form, with womanhood

based on self declaration. Women are adult human females. We are not anyone
who declares or identifies themselves as a woman.



What are your views on the balance between the information
contained on the face of the Bill and what is left to subordinate
legislation? Are the powers for Welsh Ministers to make
subordinate legislation appropriate?

This bill will bring in gender self identification, within Wales, by stealth. It is not within
the power of the Welsh government to do this, as is the case with Scotland.

Do you have any views on matters relating to the legislative
competence of the Senedd including compatibility with the
European Convention on Human Rights?

This bill is incompatible with maintaining the human rights of females. It will render

the SEX based rights of women & girls meaningless, because males will be able to
identify into womanhood, through a process of self declaration.

Do you have any views on matters related to the quality of the
legislation, or to the constitutional or other implications of the Bill?
This bill will bring in gender self identification by stealth. It will negatively impact the

sex based rights, protections & opportunities of females. This bill is in conflict with
the UK Equality Act (2010) in which SEX is a protected characteristic.

Are there any other issues that you would like to raise about the
Bill and the accompanying Explanatory Memorandum or any
related matters?

N/A

Anything else?

The Welsh Government should NOT be trying to introduce gender self identification
legislation by stealth in this way. This bill conflict with the Equality Act, it effectively
removes women's sex based rights, protections & opportunities.



